
WHY DO I COME TO CHURCH? 
Mt. 21:17-20; 11:20-24 

 
I want to preach today to those who feel restless and disturbed. 
If you are completely comfortable with no thirst for anything more you can take a nap... 

 
Read Mt. 21:17f…The background... 
 Three years of ministering, giving evidence, and challenging Israel to accept     
 Jesus as the Messiah...they did not. They were about to kill Him. 
 The temple...bastion of holiness, spirituality, fruitfulness in Israel was in        
 reality empty, spiritually bankrupt, and hypocritical.  
 The religious system in Israel, as a whole, was just as bankrupt. The people 

    whose faith Jesus marveled at were Gentiles…the Centurion and the 

  Syro-Phoenician woman 
 
The setting: Jesus was hungry, the tree looked fruitful, but time had run out. 
Am I being fruitful? 
   When spiritually hungry people see me…what do they see? 
   Do I actually have fruit to offer them? 
Are we fertile ground? 
   The blind man of Bethsaida…Mk. 8:22-26 

  Leave the village and do not go back !! 
   What was wrong with Bethsaida??? Mt. 11:20-24 
 

The New Testament records only a few of the mighty works done in Capernaum and only one at 

Bethsaida, where the five thousand were fed. The wonder of why those cities did not repent 

remains and can be explained only upon the basis that the majority of mankind are not disposed 

to repentance, even if the Christ himself should be their instructor, if the disciples should be their 

preachers, and if the leading citizens should have their sick healed and their dead raised, as was 

true of Capernaum where Jairus' daughter was raised and the servant of the centurion was cured.  

All three of these cities, situated within three or four miles of each other, were prosperous and 

populous in that day; and at least two of the Lord's apostles, Peter and Andrew, came from 

Bethsaida (John 1:44). Capernaum was the residence of Jesus and is called "his own city" 

(Matthew 9:1).  Coffman Commentaries 

Many other villages in Galilee are doing well today…Nazareth, Tiberius, etc. 

But Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum are all ghost towns 

WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT OF ME?? 

 

http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=joh+1:44
http://classic.studylight.org/desk/?query=mt+9:1

