
SPIRITUAL WARFARE 
Eph. 6:11-18; 2Sam. 5:17-25 

 
According to Paul…while we often fight physical enemies…our REAL ENEMY is Satan and his 

forces of evil in the spirit world. 
 

A good Biblical illustration of this is found in 2Samuel 5. 
 
Two incidents with the Philistines: 
 The first time God tells David to attack them and He will deliver them into David’s hand. 
 The second time God tells David NOT to attack them. 
What was the difference? 
 V. 17…(like a lion…1Pet.5:8) the enemy attacks when he senses weakness (a new  
 king) 
 V. 20…David gave God the glory 
 V. 21…David burned their idols (1Chr. 14:12)…a stinging rebuke to Satan 
  Imagine the bonfire!!! 

 V. 22…Here they came again…Satan never quits 
 V. 23…God says “No…wait…encircle them from behind” 
 V. 24…When you hear the sound in the mulberry tree 
  “…the sound of a going…” Stepping chains which were worn by Oriental   
 women fastened to the ankle band of each leg so that they were forced to  
 walk elegantly with short steps. Also used to describe the marching of an   
 army.”         
 Gesenius'Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon   
  "As the Rabbis translate it the footsteps of angels walking along the tops   
 of the mulberry trees make them rustle; that was the sign for them to   
 fight, when God's army was going with them."  (C H Spurgeon) 
 

God wanted David to attack when His angel army was there to 

ensure the victory. 

 
This was more than a battle against the Philistines. For the rest of David’s 

reign the Philistines would be neutralized. The burning of their idols 
apparently infuriated the demonic forces and caused them to come against 

David in the desire that this last major battle would not be lost… and God 
wanted David to wait until the angelic forces showed up as signified 

by the rustling of leaves in the mulberry trees. 
 

Remember the day of Pentecost….the rushing mighty wind? “Wait 
until you are filled with power from on high 


