
 
 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 
Learning About God from 

The Life of Abraham and Sarah 
Part One 

 
The time is @ 4,100 years ago! 
The land is Ur of the Chaldees (also called Babylonians) 
 
Principle One: "Many are called but few are chosen." Matt. 22:14… 
  (or...few answer the call)...God calls those who will listen. 
 
 The setting: 
  Nothing was known of Jehovah God 
  There were no "Jews" 
  There was no Israel 
  Jerusalem was a place called Salim 
   First settled nearly more than 5,000 years ago as an unwalled village 
   referred in the Ebla tablets as Salim...and came under Jebusite   
   control...The Ebla tablets predate the Biblical texts by as much as 1500  
   years. Ebla was a Canaanite empire. The tablets contains many names of  
   Abraham, Ishmael, Esau, Salim, Megiddo, Joppa, and "cities of the plain"  
   recorded in Gen. 14 
 
Principle Two: God starts with us where we are: Gen. 11:31-32 
 Ur (halfway between Bagdad and the Persian Gulf in modern day Iraq) was   
  pagan...polytheistic to the core. It was a flourishing education and trade center.  
 Excavations have shown statuettes of the moon god Nanna (their primary god) were  
  kept in niches in the walls of private homes. 
 Abraham's father, Terah, and his family very likely were polytheistic as well (Josh. 24:2) 
 Acts 7:1-4 tells us that God showed His glory to Abraham and told him to leave Ur. The  
  family left and (prematurely?) settled in Haran.  
 Haran was prosperous (at the intersection of ancient caravan routes), commercial,  
  cosmopolitan, and very pagan. The moon god Nanna (Suen) was worshipped  
  there through lunar cults which included all sorts of temple prostitution, etc. 
 Upon Terah's death, Abraham and family left Haran for Canaan. 
 
Principle Three: God tells us to be separate from negative influences: Gen. 12:1; 2Cor. 6:17 
 "Get the out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house." 
 Sometimes I must live my life by principles different than those practiced by my family. 
   
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 
Learning About God from 

The Life of Abraham and Sarah 
Part Two 

 
 

Principle One: God calls those who will listen… 
 Incorrect theology: “God no longer speaks to us” 
Principle Two: God starts with us where we are… 
 Incorrect theology: “I must straighten myself up before I come to God” 
Principle Three: God tells us to be separate from negative influences… 
 Incorrect theology: “It was good enough for Daddy…it is good enough for me” 
 
Principle Four: God sometimes leads us into “famines”…Gen. 12:1-10 
 Incorrect theology: “All good comes from God and all bad comes from Satan” 
 Obeying God does not guarantee prosperity…  
 In the Bible, God frequently uses famine to influence His people. 
 Sometimes God leads us into hardship…Why??? 
  To help us grow 
  To correct our flaws 
  To test our faith 
  To learn that we can trust God 
  To teach us that which we can pass on to others 
  To season us 
  To make us more like Him…2Cor. 3:18…”glory”…base=opinion, thoughts, 
   judgement. And, “the ways of God”….Therefore: my opinion about the  
   ways of God…changed or matured through the experiences of life. 
  We are told to “endure hardness as good soldiers”…2Tim. 2:3 
  The perfect example…Psalm 105 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 
Learning About God from the Life of Abraham and Sarah 

Part Three 

 
Principle One: God calls those who will listen… 
 Incorrect theology: “God no longer speaks to us” 
Principle Two: God starts with us where we are… 
 Incorrect theology: “I must straighten myself up before I come to God” 
Principle Three: God tells us to be separate from negative influences… 
 Incorrect theology: “It was good enough for Daddy…it is good enough for me” 
Principle Four: God sometimes leads us into “famines”…Gen. 12:1-10 
 Incorrect theology: “All good comes from God and all bad comes from Satan” 
 

Principle Five: God lets us feel the consequences of our sin 
 Incorrect theology: “When God forgives, we don’t have to pay for our sins” 
 Even if God has forgiven me, I may still have to face consequences…“Jailhouse professions” 
 Abraham and Sarah were forgiven but still suffered due to the mistake with Hagar 
 Abraham and Sarah were forgiven but still suffered due to the lies they told 
 Abraham and Sarah suffered the loss of their family and most of their kinfolk 
 Abraham and Sarah suffered the “loss” of Lot and his family. Abraham suffered the  
  disappointment of Ishmael NOT being the promised son (Gen. 17:18)…then 
  he suffered the apparent loss of Hagar and Ishmael. Notice: Mark 10:29-30 
 
Principle Six: God moves people in and out of our lives 
 Lot and the Amorites 
 Lot…Abraham’s nephew 
  Chose to go to Sodom…(the way it WAS then…Gen. 13:10) 
  Was taken hostage by enemy kings… Gen. 14 
  He and his family were saved by Abraham and the Amorites 
  He and his family chose to go right back to Sodom 
  They were saved from destruction of Sodom but apparently Abraham and Sarah never 
   heard from them again… 
  The incestuous event with Lot and his daughter was the result of their choices and 
   produced and Ammonites and Moabites who were thorns in the side of Israel  
   ever since…Gen. 19:30-38 
 The Amorites… “Yet it was I who destroyed the Amorite before them, whose height was like the 
height of the cedars, and he was as strong as the oaks; yet I destroyed his fruit above and his roots 
beneath. Also it was I who brought you up from the land of Egypt, and led you forty years through the 
wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite” (Amos 2:9–10). 

 The Amorites were of the giants…they helped Abraham retrieve Lot and his family 
  Gen. 14:13…This may be how Abraham was able to defeat an army with his   
   small number of warriors. 
 Og was a king of the Amorites…(Deut. 3:11) and Caleb later fought and routed the giants. 
Lot and the Amorites were there to help Abraham...but were not Godly influences. 
 
          Sun am 7/8/18 
 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Amos%202.9%E2%80%9310


 
 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 
Learning About God from the Life of Abraham and Sarah 

Part Four 
Gen. 13:5-18 

 
 
Principle One: God calls those who will listen… 
 Incorrect theology: “God no longer speaks to us” 
Principle Two: God starts with us where we are… 
 Incorrect theology: “I must straighten myself up before I come to God” 
Principle Three: God tells us to be separate from negative influences… 
 Incorrect theology: “It was good enough for Daddy…it is good enough for me” 
Principle Four: God sometimes leads us into “famines”…Gen. 12:1-10 
 Incorrect theology: “All good comes from God and all bad comes from Satan” 
Principle Five: God lets us feel the consequences of our sin 
 Incorrect theology: “When God forgives, we don’t have to pay for our sins”  
Principle Six: God moves people in and out of our lives 
 Incorrect theology: “Things just happen” 
 

Principle Seven: God teaches us that what glitters is NOT always gold 
 Incorrect theology: “I believe God is smarter than I am…but I do not live like it” 
 Phil. 4:6… “Don’t worry about anything; pray about everything.” 
 Gen. 13:5-18…The strife 
 The classiness of Abraham: v.9…Again, giving Lot every opportunity to love Abraham 
 The way Sodom was….v.10…The land looked good to Lot…he chose selfishly.  
  It did not turn out to be what it appeared. 
  He chose a place where, no doubt, a reputation already existed for sinfulness. 
  He chose a place like where they came from….Haran and Ur.  

  HOMEOSTASIS: The medical definition of homeostasis is the ability or tendency  

   to maintain internal stability in an organism. An example of homeostasis is  

   the human body keeping an average temperature of 98.6 degrees.  

   The counseling application: The tendency to reproduce in our current 

   life the ways things have always been and are therefore comfortable… 

   yet dysfunctional. 

  God’s order for Abraham to leave his father’s family was intended to help  

   Abraham break his HOMEOSTASIS. 

 

 Principle Eight: God helped Abraham save his family IN SPITE of Lot’s future failure 

  Incorrect theology: “God is watching us from a distance.” 

  God gives Lot every chance…the LEGACY of Abraham…I did everything I could 

  The growth of Abraham… “I will do what’s right even if I suffer for it.” 

 

 

 



 
 
 

WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 
Learning About God from the Life of Abraham and Sarah 

Part Five 
Gen. 14:16-24 

 
 

Principle One: God calls those who will listen… 
 Incorrect theology: “God no longer speaks to us” 
Principle Two: God starts with us where we are… 
 Incorrect theology: “I must straighten myself up before I come to God” 
Principle Three: God tells us to be separate from negative influences… 
 Incorrect theology: “It was good enough for Daddy…it is good enough for me” 
Principle Four: God sometimes leads us into “famines”…Gen. 12:1-10 
 Incorrect theology: “All good comes from God and all bad comes from Satan” 
Principle Five: God lets us feel the consequences of our sin 
 Incorrect theology: “When God forgives, we don’t have to pay for our sins”  
Principle Six: God moves people in and out of our lives 
 Incorrect theology: “Things just happen” 
Principle Seven: God teaches us that what glitters is NOT always gold 
 Incorrect theology: “I believe God is smarter than I am…but I do not live like it” 
Principle Eight: God helped Abraham save his family IN SPITE of Lot’s future failure 

 Incorrect theology: “God is watching us from a distance.” 

 

Principle Nine: God expects worship and giving 
 Incorrect theology: “I am the master of my fate…I am the captain of my soul” 

 Abraham could never have defeated the combined four armies of the Kings of the 
  East without the supernatural help of God. 
  The appearance of Melchizedek upon Abraham’s return from his victory was 
   a reminder to Abraham that God was in charge. Without God Abraham 
   would have been without hope. The tithe/offering he gave to the priest 
   of Salem reflected his awareness that he needed God. 
  Abraham’s refusal to cooperate with the king of Sodom reflected his disdain for 
   the morals and reputation of the place God would soon destroy. It was 
   his ultimate repudiation of Ur and Haran. 
 Abraham’s confession of faith…after the example of Melchizedek…vs. 18-20, 22. 
God’s response to the growth, maturity, and developing faith of Abraham: 15:1-7 
 “I am thy shield and exceeding great reward.” 
 “Shield”…protector, battle shield, scaly hide of a crocodile…i.e. God holds my shield 
  and protects me with it.  
 “Exceeding great”…most forcibly, most violently, multiplied and increasingly strong. 
 “Reward”… payment of contract; salary, compensation, benefit, wages 

But….God never promises a convenient miracle. 

“I will take care of you, I will provide for you, I will protect you, I will reward you.” 
 

        Sun am 7/15/18 


